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Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed June 10, 2004, please consider the 
amendments and remarks in connection with the above-identified application as follows. 
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and a metal film with a high melting point having an equal pattern size. Dependent claims 12 
and 14 are directed to the method wherein the ratio of nitrogen (ratio of N/Ti) included in the 
barrier metal layer is approximately 0.7. In Hsu et al., since the ratio of the Ti rich TiN layer 
24a is l.l£Ti/N£1.2, or in other words 0.83<N/Ti£0.91, Hsu et al. fails to disclose the present 
invention of dependent claims 12 and 14. Thus it is respectfully requested that newly added 
claims 11-14 are allowable over the prior art of record for these reasons and at least in that 
they depend from newly amended independent claims 6 and 10. 

In view of the foregoing, it is submitted that the present application is in condition for 
allowance and a notice to that effect is respectfully requested. However, if the Examiner 
deems that any issue remains after considering this response, he is invited to call the 
undersigned to expedite the prosecution and work out any such issue by telephone. 
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